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accountabl e to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions, and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission

\ to go and make disciples of all nations.
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IN CHRIST, A NEW CREATION
Call to convenein Canton based on Il Cor 5:16-21
Charged with planning the organization’s annual conven-

. . . MARK YOUR
tion, the LCMC Board of Trustees is pleased and excited CALENDAR!
to announce the theme and speakers for the fall gathering
to be held at St. Michael Lutheran Church, Canton, MI. “In July 20-21

Christ, a New Creation” has been chosen, based on Il Cor
5:16-21. Reconciliation is an important theme and activi-
ties planned for this convention will give LCMC members
and their guests an opportunity to explore the richness of
these passages within the context of faithfulness to the
Scriptures.

In keeping with the chosen text, “ambassadors for Christ*
who will make presentations include Pastor Revenel
Benoit, president of the Evangelical Lutheran church of
Haiti and Reverend Gerrit Wolfaardt, National Director of
Veritas College in the USA. Both men have been active in
mission development, a cornerstone of LCMC. Bible
studies will be led by Pastor David Mann, of Upper Arling-
ton Lutheran Church, LCMC's largest congregation.

In addition to the business sessions, the agenda will also
include opening worship, a banquet, an opportunity to
attend “A.D., the Musical”, breakouts on timely topics, and
time for fellowship. Districts will be invited to update the
assembly, and elections will be held.

Augsburg District Convention
Our Savior's, Audubon, IA

July 27-30
LCMC Youth Event:
“Taking it to the Streets”
Altoona, IA

August 2
Heartland District
Women of the Word (WOW!)
“Faith & Friendship Festival”

September 20th
Women's “Autumn Re-charge”
Heartland Women
hosted by Lutheran Church of
the Master - Omaha

Oct. 5-7
LCMC National Convention
St. Michael, Canton, Ml

1SSI0N

Great Lakes District and members of St. Michael Lutheran Church will host the gather-
ing. Information and registration material will be mailed later this summer and will also
be available on the LCMC web site. You may contact the national office for information.

M

Articles on Pastor Benoit and Rev. Wolfaardt and their ministries begin on pages 2 &
3 of this newsletter.
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CHRIST TRIUMPHS OVER VOODOO

Pastor Revenel Benoit: The Story of How Faith Transformed a Lifeand is Changing a Country

Pastor Revenel Benait, the President of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Haiti, has expressed his pleasure at
being invited to address the LCMC convention in Octo-
ber. According to Pr. Benoit, “Thisis a unique opportu-
nity to get to know that Mission organisation and to share
with them what the EL CH isdoing in the country of Haiti.
For the past six monthsin office as president of the ELCH
I have been looking for opportunies to have fellowship
with various Lutheran Churches in addition to the Mis-
souri Synod. As aresult, all nine ELCH District Presi-
dents are excited and look forward to establishing some
kind of relationshipwiththe LCMC.”

Pastor Benoit will speak on new mission opportunitiesin
Haiti through the ELCH and will also address the larger
issue of missionsin the context of a\oodooism environ-
ment (about 70% of the population practice Voodoo). Pas-
tor Benoit, whose story isoutlined briefly below, will share ) ) ) ) )
in greater detail his determined effort to bring Christ's Pastor Benoit and his family, standing outside the
beautiful message of reconciliation to the peoplein Haiti. mission church in Gonaives, Haiti.

Revenel Benoit (ben-wa) grew up in Gonaives, Haiti, the

son of aVoodoo priestess. Hewasto become aVoodoo priest himself but at the age of 16, aChristian radio program led himto visit with
aCatholic priest. Asaresult of that meeting he became a Christian. When he got home that day his mother announced her gods had told
her he had converted to Chritianity and she threw him out. He lived on the street several months until he eventually found his way to
Florida, where he got ajob with acontractor. One of hisbosses saw that hewason firewith hisfaith and wanted to become apastor. This
man paid hisway through Concordia Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Shortly after Rev. Benoit graduated his benefactor died.

Revenel felt compelled to return to his native Haiti and preach the Good Newsto those who livein the darkness of Voodoo. Shocked, his
friendsin the US questioned his decision. Hisanswer wassimply "l haveto do it to serve God."

Rev. Benoit returned to hishome about ten yearsago. Heimmediately began going door to door, inviting peopleto hischurch on Sunday-
- the church he knew he would build. The mission has since grown to amain congregation and 21 satellite churches with lay pastorsin
the surrounding villages. It includes at least a dozen Christian primary schools, many of which have feeding programs supported by
churchesin the US. The education is good, and in the abject poverty of the country the smple meals are all some of the children get to
eat for the day. With something in their stomaches they do much better with their studies.

cont’d page 3- Benoit
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Benoit - frompage2

One of Pr. Benoit's first projects was a pig program through
Lutheran World Relief. Poverty and hunger are rampant in
Haiti, so hearranged for 1000 pigsto begiventorural families
with the condition that when the pig farrowed, one of them
would go back to the church so another family might get one.
Pigscan live off theland and are free-rangein Haiti. Thepigs
providethefamily with meat and alittleincomefrom the sale of
theextra, aswell asthe sale of the extrafarrows.

He and his wife then started a computer school with old ma-
chines from the States. In addition to training people who
desperately need skills, it provides the mission income. The
computer school now sharesfacilitieswith asecretarial school.
Other projects to help fund the mission include a successful
bakery and, because nearly al construction in the country is
cement blocks, acement block business begun with a donated
block-making machine.

The mission effort now includes a boys shelter for street kids
and ahome for the elderly where the people are shown God's
loveand are cared for materially asfundingisavailable. These
peoplewould otherwise beon the street. Pr. Benoit haslaid the
foundation for anew church that will seat at |east 2000. Onthe
same property he plans to start a home for street girls. He
hopesto build ahospital and dreams of moretraining opportu-
nitiesfor his street kids, aswell as many other projects.

To spread the Word, thereisan FM radio station broadcasting
the Christian message from a 100 watt transmitter. ATV sta-
tion isnow broadcasting from alarge antennarecently moved
from the church roof amountain top 4 miles out of town, allow-
ing the coverage to extend beyond the district. Inthefirst six
monthssinceinitially increasing the broadcast range, Pr. Benoit
reportsthat over 125 Voodoo priests have converted to Chris-
tianity around hisdistrict, drawn by very powerful very power-
ful locally produced programming that appeals to and capti-
vates their attention. This year Pr. Benoit and his supporters
hope to put amuch larger transmitter on the air from the same
antenna, raising the effective radiated power from 600 to 40
thousand watts. The equipment isin place and just needs a bit
of engineering to finish hooking it together and test it.

Aspresident of the ELCH, Rev. Benoit has convinced itsmem-
bers to plan for self-sufficiency. He values the assistance of
volunteers. He says "It's not money. It's human resources.
You could give me amillion dollars and | and my staff could
never put the TV station together. We need people who can
come down here and teach and show the people how to do
better for themselves." Money helps, but people are essential
tothe mission. Most importantly, he asks that people pray for
him and the mission often, trusting that God will guidethemin
their work.

You are invited to hear more of Pastor Benoit's compelling
story of thethe Holy Spirit at work in Haiti in Canton thisfall.

John Gebuhr, a member of Lutheran Church of the Master in
Omaha, worked with Pr. Benoit, his congreegation, and
Church of the Master to obtain and install the donated satel-
lite dish. John has become an active participant the mission
efforts in Haiti and contributed many details for this article.

Rev. Gerrit Wolfaardt to addressLCMC
Convention on Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and
Remaining Faithful to the Gospel

by Barry Anderson

We are pleased to announce that as part of the Third
Annual National Convention of Lutheran Congrega-
tions and Mission for Christ, Rev. Gerrit Wolfaardt
will be speaking and preaching and will be joining
LCMC members and guests on Sunday, October 5,
2003 and Monday, October 6, 2003. Rev. Wolfaardt
will discuss, in part, his personal experiences of rec-
lamation of faith and reconciliation.

A white South African native, Rev. Wolfaardt has a
remarkable personal story of a journey from racist to
peacemaker. His role model for resolving the racial
conflict in his country was Adolf Hitler, and his solu-
tion-- with the backing of rogue elements within the
South African military-- was intended to be genocide.

Instead, Rev. Wolfaardt's story becomes one of for-
giveness and reconciliation, with a dramatic turn to
his life. Gerrit has preached and taught in 27 coun-
tries, including a recent visit to Cuba.

So dramatic was his experience that it is has become
the subject of an award winning film, "Final Solution,"
which has already aired on the Public Broadcasting
System (PBS) nationwide and is now in general re-
lease and widely
available. (For further
information on the
movie, please see the
w eb site / ASELEA
www.finalsolution-the
maovie.com).
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While we would be ! "y |
delighted to have \ Las

Rev. Wolfaardt as our B M
guest to discuss for- L P

giveness, reconcilia-
tion, and the change
only the Gospel can
make, LCMC conven-
tion attendees have

cont’d page 4- Wolfaardt -3-




- by Barry Anderson

Thelnternal Revenue Service hasgranted group ex-
emption statusto L utheran Congregationsin Mission
for Christ. LCM C organizationschoosing to take ad-
vantage of thisgroup exemption status can advise do-
norsthat contributionsto those organi zations are de-
ductiblefor tax purposesif those contributions other-
wisequaify asdeductible,

Severa explanatory notesareinorder: First, LCMC
organizationswho desireto come under the LCMC
group exemption must formally elect todo so. Sec-
ond, there are some requirements and conditionsthat
must bemet by L CMC organizationsto qualify for the
group exemption. LCMC organizationsinterested in
group exemption status should contact National Ser-
viceCoordinator Bill Sullivanfor further information.

Thereisno requirement that LCM C organizationsuse
thegroup exemption; some L CM C organizationsmay
choosetofilefor separate tax exempt statusand have

From THE DESK OF . . .

SHARON McF ADYEN,

LCMC's DIirRecTOR OF OPERATIONS AND
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

It seems hard to believe that June is nearly past.
So much done, so much left yet to do! The tran-
sition of operations to our Canton office is well
under way.

One of the biggest investments has been the new
server. After careful deliberation, the choice
of purchasing a Dell server was made. This server
was chosen for its current capabilities and vast
expandability in the future. The server has ar-
rived in Canton and we are well on our way to
establishing the links and transfers of the
website and the listserv to the Canton office.
The complete transition will hopefully be com-
pleted no later than June 30, 2003.

With a few minor exceptions, all of the financial
records and responsibilities have also been trans-
ferred to Canton. We anticipate that by the end
of June, we will be able to assert that there are

ho exceptions.

already done so.

Wolfaardt - from page3
another reason for listening with intense interest to what Rev. Wolfaardt has to say.

Gerrit is now an ordained minister in the Anglican Mission in America (AmiA) and is the National Director of
Veritas College in the USA. Veritas College operates in 20 countries around the world, empowering churches to
train their own leadership through the study of Scriptures. The curriculum has been translated into more than 10
languages and is used as a powerful training tool to raise up church leadership from Romania to Africa and the
Middle East, to England and the USA.

In addition to his other responsibilities he is part of a group of leaders in the Anglican Mission in America (AmiA)
grappling with leadership development issues in the emerging Mission in America. Anglican archbishops from
Asia and Africa have ordained several former or current Episcopal priests as "missionary bishops" to the United
States, seeking to reverse the collapse of the Episcopal Church USA and to return the focus of the Anglican
church in America to the proclamation of the Gospel and away from divisive political and social issues.

The significance to LCMC of this development is that, as described by Rev. Wolfaardt, the Anglican Mission in
America is organized along non-geographic lines to reduce conflict with authoritarian bishops and to give con-
gregations choices as to where to belong.

Of course, LCMC has, for a variety of reasons, emphasized congregational autonomy and has provided for the
creation of non-geographic districts to which our congregations can choose to belong. Not only are we looking
forward to hearing from Rev. Wolfaardt about his personal experiences, about the efforts of the Anglican Mission
in America to restore the Gospel to the Episcopal Church, but he is interested in our development as well.

The national convention of LCMC is open to all who wish to attend, listen and participate in worship and educa-
tion. Only the business sessions are limited to voting participation by delegates.

This is only a part of the promise of an exciting and fascinating National Convention. We hope that congrega-
tions will send delegates and we hope that many guests and friends of LCMC will join us as well. A-



LCMG Professional Leadershin Conference Declared Great Success

Attendees enthusiastically, unamimously agree to liold conference in same location nextApril

- by Bob Herbon, Jr. , Living Sones Lutheran Fellowship - Warren, Michigan

Maybe this was a misnamed conference. It should probably just be "Leadership Conference," rather than
"Professional Leadership Conference," or maybe they were just being generous: my wife, Marie, and |
may be leaders in our congregation, but not professional ones! In any case, we never felt out of place.

the conference was sponsored by the LCMC Ministry Board. The setting was the marvelous Lied Confer-
ence Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska. If Nebraska City is not well-known to you, at least one aspect
of it is nationally-known: it is the home of Arbor Day, founded in the I1870's by J. Sterling Morton. The Leid
Center is appropriately surrounded by many trees, some labeled for the curious, and paths through
nearby wooded areas. Again, speaking of misnaming, the conference was as much a retreat, as the
planning allowed for a free Monday afternoon. Several of the participants utilized the nearby golf course
during the free time, some jogged; Marie and | visited some of the Arbor Day - related places in the area.

with Pr. Dale Wolf unable to attend the conference because of the death of his father, Pr. Kip Tyler, Luth-
eran Church of the Master - Omaha, NE, gave a report from the Ministry Board of LCMC on the Ministry
Standards under development. Two of the main concerns of LCMC are finding and training its profes-
sional leaders. Some of the possibilities for schooling include the Baptist Bethel College & Seminary,
with a Lutheran track, the Master's Institute, Houses of Study (perhaps regionalized by district), and
existing Lutheran seminaries. For pastors seeking to be rostered in LCMC, there would be a colloquy
process through districts such as ALD and ERD; however, a national process would be required for
persons/congregations not part of a district. Most of the colloquy questions for LCMC were adapted
from a similar listing from the Augsburg Lutheran District.

Prs. Chris Magnell & Mark Vander Tuig, Lutheran Church of the Cross - Altoona, IA, gave a presentation
on the LCMC Strategic Planning Team, and as an exercise (as well as to provide additional input) the
conference participants were asked to answer the same questions as were submitted to the LCMC
congregations. Pr. Mark discussed strategic planning for congregations as well.

By the time this article was written, Pr. Steve Ernst had been ordained and installed at City on a Hill
Lutheran Church - Manhattan Beach, CA, a new mission church in the LCMC. After serving as a youth
minister at another Lutheran church, mission-planting gifts were observed in him by a mentoring pastor,
and he was encouraged to start a new congregation. In the final seminar on Mission Starts, Pr. Steve
gave a "case study" of how City on a Hill was established, including the challenging part of finding a
location to begin.

For us, not only was the time spent excellent for bringing information back to our congregation, but also a
time to meet new people as well as fellowship with old acquaintances. We sang, prayed, and worshiped
together. We met people from large congregations and small, pastors from single as well as multi-point
parishes, and people from congregations in LCMC alone, LCMC and ELCA, and even from ELCA and
non-ELCA congregations, just seeking information. We hope they liked what they saw!

One interesting aspect was the final day, when we celebrated Holy Communion. Jarl Iverson, from Atone-
ment Lutheran Church - Fargo, ND, had provided the music throughout the conference, accompanying
our singing on both keyboard and guitar. Jarl had brought the bread and wine for the elements, and
suggested we gather in a circle and commune each other. When the circle was formed, all the pastors
deferred to a very surprised Jarl, who said the Words of Institution before the communion. In a day when
some are beginning to rewrite who can and who cannot preside at communion, it was refreshing to see
SO many pastors step back and allow our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to preside at His own
Supper! -5-



Statement of Purpose Adopted
by Great Lakes District

Group makes plans to host national convention

- by Bob Herbon, GLD Coordinator

Thechurchesof LCMC'sGreat LakesDistrict met on
Saturday, May 10, at Zion Lutheran Churchin Ottawa
Lake, Michigan. Thiswasour third gathering!

We adopted our Statement of Purpose (at right). We
also firmed up plansfor serving ashostsat LCMC's
national convention October 5-7 at St. Michadl'sL uth-
eran Churchin Canton, Michigan. District memberswill
provide " people and goods;" volunteers can serve as
ushers, and congregationswill send aong refreshments
for the convention'sbreak times.

Pastor Bill Sullivan, LCMC'sNationa Service Coordi-
nator, gave usan update about the LCM C and some of
theactivities, including the Professiona Leadership Con-
ferenceheldinlate April in Nebraska. Heasotold us
about the decision by Sola ScripturaL utheran Church
(amission start-up churchin Flint, Michigan) to cease
worshiping on Sunday but continueto meet onWednes-
daysfor Biblestudy.

We d so set thedatefor our next district gathering:
Saturday, August 9. St. Andrew Lutheran Churchin
Farmersville, Ohio, will bethe host congregation, but
themeeting will be held at Van Buren State Park near
Findlay, Ohio. That way travel will belessburdensome
for everyone.

Of course, we had agreat time of worship, Bible study,
andfdlowship!

Chrigtisour unity!

"Let the heart of those
who seek the Lord be
glad!"

(1 Chronicles16:10b)

V

Great LakesDistrict Statement of Purpose
(adopted 10 M ay, 2003)

TheGreat LakesDidtrict of LCMC consists of
LCMC congregationswho votetojoinfor the
purpose of fellowship and mutual support.

Asmember congregationsof LCMC, weadll
have subscribed to the LCM C Statement of
Faith.

Our Purpose:

1. To assemble/gather periodically for Christian
fellowship, both socially and spiritually, and to
host guest speakers on issues of interest.

2. Seek to get the word out on LCMC thus
encouraging non-L CM C congregations/individuals
to learn more about membership in or
participation with LCMC and GLD.

3. Provide information on resources to assist
pastors and lay leaders in educating the members
of their LCMC congregationsin Holy Scripture
and the Lutheran confessional witness to the
Scriptures, and what LCMC is and believes.

4. |dentify, encourage, and support individuals
who are interested in becoming LCMC pastors.

5. Provide a screening committee for colloquizing*
of non-LCMC pastors.

6. Sponsor professional development opportunities
for GLD pastors and lay |eaders.

7. Help coordinate and facilitate support of current
L CMC mission congregations and establishment of
new ones.

8. Organize youth-related gatherings/activitiesto
encourage education and spiritual growth of our
young people.

9. Promote mission events/activities which give
member congregations opportunities to participate
in outreach, domestically and internationally.

* An interview, background review and affirma-
tion of confessional
beliefs for non-LCMC-rostered clergy

“




A continuing series profiling LCMC congregations:
MVMeet...

UNITEDILUTHERANCHURCH

- by Jim Rogers, Pastor

United Lutheran Churchisasmall, rural congregation with a history dating back to 1888 in politically conservative North
Central Washington. Waterville isan economically struggling town of 1100 people who live and die on awheat growing
economy. Thelocal retail businesses havelost to neighboring Wenatchee, 25 miles away, a population of 25,000.

Members of United in Waterville, Washington voted 69-3 in favor of leaving the ELCA onitsfirst ballot in December,
2002.

Many of the members expressed their regret over the hasty consent in 1961 when American Lutherans merged. They
agreed with Dr. Preuss when he said, "When you start to call them bishops, they will start to act like bishops." Until CCM
passed, there was little awareness about the issues of priesthood. Waterville tended to be isolated from church palitics.
The 1987 merger came with no resistance.

Pastor Jim Rogers was elected to the synod council in 1995. He brought back to the congregation rumblings of discontent
mainly from representatives of Word Alone. He used his monthly newsletter to inform the congregation of the issues
regarding CCM. The Lutheran Commentator and F.O.C.L. were valuable resources to help balance the political correct-
ness of the ELCA and the Lutheran Magazine.

Discontent about the direction of the ELCA grew. Members of our church felt that our church would be swept up in the
political movement of the church. United was simply an old AL C church that looked suspiciously at central control, priests
and lack of member representation in government. Mike Grande, the president of the congregation during these years
until the time of the vote, said, "When you take the Bible away and center your beliefs on culture, you might aswell read
Shakespeare.”

Grande said, "The ELCA has become more concerned about worldliness and political correctness than the teachings of
theBible."

United council members voted in the spring of 2002 to bring the congregation to a vote by the end of the year. The
congregation held several forums. The council task force circulated notebooks throughout the congregation containing a
balanced overview of the issues regarding CCM, homosexuality, representative vote and church ownership.

Many of the members were concerned about the power of bishops in the Episcopalian system of government. Pastor Jim
Rogersinsisted that the church is built on Christ, and a pastor is a member of the laity with a special call to preach and
teach the Gospel. Rogers said, "We have a fundamental trust in the Word of God. Our efforts to separate ourselves from
the ELCA are efforts to restore Lutheran trust in Word Alone. We are staying in the Lutheran Church; the ELCA has left
the Lutheran Church."

Ken Willms, our newly elected president of the congregation, presided over the final vote in March, 2003. The vote was
successful - more than 90% of the congregation.

Willms, alife-long member of the Lutheran Church in Waterville, has seen the mergers of 1961 and 1987. He said many
of the members disliked the idea of the 1961 merger, but went along anyway. Ten years after the merger, ALC district
congregations started calling their presiding pastors, bishops. Willms said the congregation thought that wastoo Catholic.
Willms said, "L utheran conformity to the historic episcopate in order to satisfy the Episcopaliansisabig mistake."

Genevieve Jett, amember of the council task force at United to lead the congregation to avote, said, "It isnot just the
priesthood that upsets Lutherans." Jett isalife-long Lutheran originally from North Dakota and a member of United. "Our
family belonged to the Free Church in Sharon where Lutherans are independent. "In the post ELCA church, we are
essentially without representation at church-wide and synod assemblies. The new CCM agreement has little to do with
mission and more to do with setting the foundations for a merger."

Jett said she has listened to many people in the church. "They are relieved the vote is over, and we are free from the
ELCA." -7-
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Heartland District Update:
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In its first half-year of existence, the focus of the Heartland
District Council has been to organize itself and build min-
istry teams. According to Pastor Doyle Karst, district chair-
man, the first project on the council’s agenda is a joint
effort by the teams to create an informational booklet about
Heartland. This printed resource is envisioned as a useful
tool for member congregations as well a resource for con-
gregations contemplating membership both in LCMC and
Heartland.

Next scheduled meeting of the district council is June 28th,
at which time progress on the booklet will be reviewed.

Heartland Women of the Word- WOW!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

Heartland District women'’s groups will have two opportuni-
ties to participate in fellowship events this summer and
early fall:

WOW! Faith and Friendship Festival

A Faith and Friendship Festival will be held August 2,
from 10:45 to 2:45. The theme is “Building Our Faith and
Friendship in Christ,” based on Mark 9:23b: Everything is
possible for him who believes.

Because of its central location in the Heartland District,
Lutheran Church of the Master in Omaha will be the site of
the festival. All Heartland women and their guests are in-
vited to attend the event, which will include devotions, a
mission focus, a short business meeting, plenty of “Sing-
spiration” and communion.

Further details and registration information will be sent to
district members, or you may reach WOW! chairwoman
Henrietta Heidzig at hjheidzig@hotmail.com or 402-274-
4606, or at St. Paul - Hickory Grove, 402-274-5729.

Autumn Re-charge

An Autumn Re-charge is planned by the women’s coun-
cil of Lutheran Church of the Master for Saturday, Septem-
ber 20th.

The LCM women extend an invitation to all women in the
Heartland District, and their guests, to join them for the
program, which will begin with a coffee at 9:00am.

Christian fiction author Stephanie Grace Whitson, who
makes her home in Lincoln, NE, has been invited to speak
and a musical offering will be provided by Joy Stevens and
her daughter Sommer Waite.

Registration is requested; the $10 fee includes morning
coffee before the program as well as lunch. Call Lutheran
Church of the Master at 402-333-4444 for information and
registration forms. Get charged up!

Still Time to Register!
ALD To Assemble July 20-22

- by Lenae Rasmussen

Assemble yourselves and come together, draw near, you
survivors of the nations!  They have no knowledge -those
who carry about their wooden idols, and keep on praying
to a god that cannot save. -- Isaiah 45:20

The third annual gathering of the Augsburg
= L utheran District isbeing hosted by Our Saviour's
J#L Lutheran Church in Audubon, lowa, July 20-22,
2003. Our theme, HereWe Stand, isaself explana-
tory take-off on Dr. Martin Luther'sfamousreply
at Worms. All Lutherans who wish to attend are

warmly invited.

Here We Stand begins at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 20, 2003,
with Dr. Robert A. J. Gagnon, our featured guest speaker. Dr.
Gagnon will speak on"The Confessional Crisis: Scripture and
Sexuality." Dr. Gagnon's presentation will befollowed by din-
ner, and aworship serviceled by Rev. Perry Toso.

OnMonday, July 21, 2003, Dr. Larry A. Geddewill addresshis
understanding of the confessional crisisinAmerica, "Red Vel-
vet Cake-Part 2: When Memories and Traditions Are Forgot-
ten," followed by a consensus building session from 10:30 to
12:00 noon. Dr. Gagnon will lead the discussion group on Con-
fessional Issues, "Public Ministry and The Role of the Chris-
tianin Society."

Consensus building sessions and workshops will continue
Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning. A worship service
isplanned for Monday evening featuring contemporary Chris-
tian artists. The convention concludes on Tuesday evening
with apicnic, folk servicein the park, and fireworks.

Registration for the three-day gathering is $60, including ca-
tered meals and aresources book. The cost for one-day is $30,
including meals and resource materials for the day. Thereisa
reduced fee of $10 per day for observers and students.

Worship services and Dr. Gagnon's presentations are open to
the public at no charge.

For moreinformation:

Call Barb Christensen (Audubon, lowa): 712-563-3928
Call or email Don Albright (Omaha, NE): 402-393-2575
Call or email Mark Jamison (Sioux Falls, SD): 605-332-2531
Call Lenae Rasmussen (Oahu, Hawaii): 808-779-2682

Special Guest Speaker - Dr. Rohert A. ). Gagnon
3:00 p.m. Sunday - July 20, 2003:
The Confessional Crisis: Scripture and Sexuality

10:30a.m. Monday - July 21, 2003:
The Role of the Christian in Society

' . .
~~ Dr. Gagnon's Presentation and Evening ~~
.



EPIPHANY GROUP ORGANIZES
IN SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA

- by Kathy Sandmann, Epiphany Group Secretary

The Epiphany Group is unique in that it is both a chap-
ter of the WordAlone Network and a district of Luth-
eran Congregations in Mission for Christ. The group,
which has been meeting monthly for almost two
years, formalized its structure with the adoption of a
constitution and election of officers in March 2003.
Representing over two hundred individuals as well
as congregations in thirty five Southwestern Minne-
sota communities, our geographic district has cho-
sen to focus on education. We are doing this in sev-
eral different ways:

¢ Members within the district are developing
educational materials which proclaim the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the fundamental
teaching of the Christian/Lutheran church.
These Christian educational resources will
feature materials for Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, confirmation classes, new mem-
ber instruction, and adult education. All cur-
riculums are designed to be affordable, reus
able, and practical.

¢ We are also preparing and distributing
materials that truthfully and boldly declare the
departures of the church from Christian values
and understandings upon which our faith is
founded. Currently, booklets are available that
offer easy-to-understand explanations of CCM,
LCMC, and the sexuality issue.

¢ Finally, we are committed to taking every
opportunity to publicly speak out to instruct and
inform people of the church about the theologic-
al and doctrinal positions expressed in Scrip-
ture. We have held several informational
meetings in the last two years, with attendance
of 300 to 400 people at each.

Aweb site is up and running at www.epi phanygroup.net.
Check it out for more information on the educational
materials that are currently available. The location of
monthly meetings varies, but all meetings are opened
to the public, and we invite anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the Epiphany Group to join us. Spe-
cific dates, times and locations of meetings are avail-
able on the web site. Reproducible copies of the
booklets are available by contacting Kathy Sandmann
atstpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com.
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Northwest Network Created

- by Paul Braafladt, Coordinator

On March 29, 2003, members from several LCMC con-
gregationsin the Pacific Northwest gathered in Ellensburg,
Washington. Ostensibly, our purpose was to spend the
day finalizing new Northwest District Bylaws. That didn’t
happen. What did occur was adecision to put plansfor a
Northwest District on hold and to launch a less formal
relationship between LCMC and LCMC/ELCA congre-
gations, a “Northwest Network” (NWN).

The focus of the new Network is based on the need for
fellowship and mutual support. If you scanaU. S. map,
the landmass of Idaho, Oregon and Washington, when
taken together, make fellowship needs even more appar-
ent among nine scattered congregationsin thethree states.

What will happen? To begin, two or three thingswill oc-
cur. Thefirst will be avisitation of these congregations
by myself and one other person. The first visitation has
already been scheduled for the American Lutheran
Churchin Kellogg, 1daho on June 29". Other such visits
will follow. My goal isto completethesevisitsby Thanks-
giving. During thesevisits, my hopeisto meet with the
pastors, congregational |eaders and membersin general.
No doubt the format will differ from place to place. But
the message will be the same. It will be to lift high the
crossand our hopeinthe Savior and to hold upthe LCMC
asthe Lord’s answer to many of our ecclesial prayers. |
expect questions, discussion and the opportunity to en-
courage members to attend the coming annual LCMC
convention in October.

Our group talked about many ideas to foster fellowship
and support. One more such idea will pick up steam in
the summer months. My hope is to gather a small com-
mittee, if only by internet, from the Northwest Network
to plan for at least one full day together in late October
when we can take timeto further develop mutual support
and fellowship opportunities and celebrate together in a

cont’d page 8- NW Network 9-



TO the Editor --
—- FROM the Editor

Friends. Thefollowing e-mail message arrived after | posted
an invitation to contribute material to our newsletter on
LCMCTak:

Deb,
| don't know if this is news worthy, but it may be.

My name is April Dietz (nee Eisenhauer). | am begin-
ning my Greek studies next month and full classes in
September at Luther Seminary in the M.Div. program.
I'm LCMC (only) from . John Lutheran in Serling,
NE. My husband Mark Dietz, from Auburn, NE, and |
graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on
May 10. We also were married on May 10 at . John.
Mark is working for Honeywell in Minneapolis as a
Computer Engineer.

We're currently looking into any church in the Twin
Cities that we may attend during our time at Seminary
and/or any church or agency that would be a good fit
for contextual education while I'm at Seminary. In ad-
dition, we're looking toward the future and research-
ing possibilities for internship opportunities in 2-3
years. Our contact information is:

Mark and April Dietz
1588-C Eustis &t. #112
Lauderdale, MN 55108
651-644-5404

ael senha@l uthersem.edu

Mainly, we're really looking for any support (especially
congregational) in the Twin Cities area-- support for
an LCMC seminarian and family. WWe moved up here on
June 1 and are living on campus at the above address.

In responseto my follow-up, aline April wrote stuck out:
“Prayer is the support we need!”

Newsworthy? You bet-- on a variety of levels:

April’s note is a personal appeal, but it also serves as a
reminder of where we have come from. This association
was founded in part on the premise that seminarians op-
posing the Historic Episcopate need a “safe haven.” It
also reminds us of another reason LCMC was founded:
because, outside the ELCA, ordination of women has not
been an option.

Thisisin part why we exist-- and April, aseminarian and a
young woman, has now asked for our support. Being faith-
ful and trueto our principalsisn’t dwayseasy. A refresher
on why we've chosen LCMC may help strengthen our

resolve and renew our enthusiasm for the work ahead,
focusing on sharing God's gift of grace.

Hearing from April aso reminds us we need to work and
pray even harder about how and where we will train pas-
torsand lay leadership. Our future asan association may
well depend on how well weresolvethose questions. There
areno LCMC seminaries, but we're aready working on
some good options. Many people-- district teams, indi-
viduals, the LCMC Ministry Board, even your board of
trustees -- have been in prayer and thoughtful conversa-
tion about this crucial issue. Many are working on fresh
waysto approach thischallenge. How wedoit, how open
we are to thinking beyond traditional seminary training,
and how we communi cate with each other about it, will be
key to our growth.

And, though April didn’t make an appeal for financial as-
sistance, her e-mail isalso an opportunity to consider what
giftswe might bewilling to share. Training to be a pastor
is an expensive proposition, and to that end LCMC hasa
seminary debt relief fund that is an opportunity to help
relieve some of that burden after thefact. If individualsor
congregations can identify deservingindividualsand assist
with giftsfor students still in school so much the better.

So, April, the answer isyes. This is newsworthy. You
have followed your conscience and declared yourself an
LCMC seminarian. We're delighted! You've asked for
and you deserve our fullest support, in whatever manner
we can offer it, for now at the beginning of your theol ogi-
cal education and throughout our livestogether in Christ’s
service.

So how about it, friends? What can you do to support
April -- and al the other seminarianswe hopewill follow?
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joyful Reformation worship service.

Not least is the need to develop a Network Newsletter.
One issue was sent out last spring thanks to Louise
Strander from Our Saviour’s L utheran (OSLC) in Burien,
WA. Morewill beneeded in thefutureto publicize and
inform about the Northwest Network and about all as-
pects of the LCMC!

I'll close this article by recognizing the service of David
Livermore and thanking him for being theinterim chair of
the Northwest District. David will continue to handle
NWN finances as bookkeeper of OSLC. | was elected
to a two year term as “Coordinator” of the Northwest
Network, LCMC.

Ed. Note: You may contact Paul at
pbraaf| adt @mindspring.com -10-




ity on a #ll Lights Up
- -for Sune!

- by Pastor David Drum

On Sunday, June 1, Steve Ernst
becamethefourthpastor ordained
intoLCMC. Hiscall istobethe
mission developer for City ona
Hill. Ordinators included Bill
Sullivan, Nationa Service Coor-
dinator of LCMC, and David
Drum, representing the Evangeli-
ca-Renewad Digtrict, which City
on aHill hasjoined. City ona
Hill'sworship team wasjoined by
aworship team from Resurrection Lutheran Churchin
providing themusicfor theservice.

Oneof thetender and joyful momentsof theservicecame
during theinstallation, when Stevewas asked, "

you commit yourself to thisnew trust and responsibil-
ity?" Steveresponded spontaneoudly and enthusiasti-
cdly,"Sure" Sowhenthecongregationwasasked, "Will
you, people of God at City on aHill Lutheran Church,
receive Steveasyour Pastor...?" they also responded,
"Surel”

City onaHill ismeeting inthecommunity center for the
town of Manhattan Beach, inthe South Bay areaof Los
Angeles. After acoupleof preview services, designed
to generate feedback and get theword out, weekly wor-
ship commenced on Easter Sunday. CoaH has been
averaging 40-50 peopleper Sunday, and hasbegun smal
groupsaready. CoaH advertisesitself asarelational
church, and thisidentity hasalready taken root, asevi-
denced by the high percentage (approx. 80-90%) of
people staying for 30 to 45 minutes after servicejust to
enjoy fellowshipwith oneanother, followed by asgnifi-
cant number of peoplewho then regularly goto lunch
together on Sundays.

Thecommunity center isanideal location, immediately
adjacent to awalking path that goesthrough the center
of Manhattan Beach. CoaH hasbeen handing out free
water bottlesto walkersasaway of being ablessing
and getting theword out about thecommunity. A weekly
e-news etter began recently.

Church of the Cross
gears up for Youth !

- by Pastor Chris Magnell

Final preparations are under way for "Takin' It to
the Streets" - the 2003 LCMC Youth Gathering. It
is the first youth gathering for LCMC and plans
are going well! We will have around 100 youth
join us and get together to worship the Lord, share
in Bible study and growth in faith! While they are
there, the youth will also experience
Adventureland Amusement
@ Park, Underground worship
-} and concerts by the Pool
"‘RL? .f'*’f'" /... Boysand Swenand Dean.
Registration is only $100.00
for the gathering, per youth. While
there is no official registration deadline, churches
will want to make hotel reservations as soon as
possible, and late registrants may not get their T-
Shirts until well after the gathering (since we need
t shirt sizes to order them).

For information on registration, or general ques-
tions about the gathering, call Chris Magnell at
Lutheran Church of the Cross, 515-967-4818, or
email him at cmagnell @aol.com.

Steve began working asayouth director at L utheran
Church of the Good Shepherdin Torrancein 1992. He
and hiswife Ginnette were married in 1994, and now
havetwo children, Ezekiel (3) and Nathan (1). Steve
graduated from Talbot School of Theology a BiolaUni-
versty withanM.A. in Christian educationin1996, and
then went onto receive hisM.Div. degreefrom Fuller
Seminary in2002. 1n 1999 Steve'srespongbilitiesshifted
fromyouth director to teaching minister. Stevehasbeen
mentored in L utheran theol ogical education by Pastor
Paul Spaulding of Resurrection Lutheran Church in
nearby Redondo Beach, Steve'shome church.

City onaHill issupported in part by Evangelical-Re-
newal District congregations, aswell asother LCMC
friends. For more information, visit the website at
www.coahsb.org, or contact Steve at
Steve@coahsb.org. 11 -




/ﬁ//} SHARING AND CARING . ..

/ / Please add these concerns to your prayers:

For April and Mark Dietz, asthey beginanew lifeasone, and asApril beginsher seminary training. Surround
them with careand love, and strengthen them both for the Lord sservice. . . For those congregationsmoving toward a
votetojoin LCMC, that they might find fellowshipin thisassociation . . .For those congregationsmoving toward avote
to sever tieswith the ELCA, that they might discern God’swill, and in the processtreat each other with respect and
Chrigtianlove, working to heal any hurtsand disagreements. . . Special blessingsfor themembersof United Lutheran
ChurchinWaterville, WA, asthey moveinto anew phase of congregationd lifetogetherintheLCMC. .. For thosewho
arein harm’sway, that the L ord protect them and give them strength and courageto carry out their assignments. . . For
strength, comfort, and and healing for all those suffering from natural disasters-- thosewho havelost loved ones, those
who have beeninjured, thosewho havelost their homes or businesses, cropsor livestock, tofires, floods, or tornadoes.
Thank God for thefirefighters, police, relief workers, and al otherswhowork to bringrelief . . . Safetravel for everyone
answering the ALD call to assembleat Our Savior’sin Audubon July 20-22.. . . For the youth gathering at L utheran
Church of the Crossin Altoona, that their experiencetogether might inspirethemtotaketheir faith“tothedtreets’ . .. For
Pastor Benoit and themissioninin Haiti, for thejoint Mexico Miss on team from L utheran Church of theMaster and St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Humboldt, SD and for al thosewho work inthemission fields. . . Wisdom and guidance,
enthusiasm and passion for theleadership of the congregations, districts, networks, and individual membersof LCMC.

Thy will be done, Lord.
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